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Why should I worry?  I have employer-provided health insurance. It has served my family well the few times we needed it due to accidental injury. We have been blessed by good health, so our coverage has not been tested by a serious chronic disease that is expensive to treat.  

I do worry about my young adult children, disqualified from coverage under my policy but unable to afford adequate health insurance. They feel invincible, but they‘re smart enough to know that disease or accident can strike anyone of any age at any time. They also feel that making affordable insurance available to tens of millions of uninsured Americans, eliminating exclusions of pre-existing conditions, and ending price-gouging of the sick are worth the extra cost they might face from a mandate to obtain coverage.  

I do worry about my elderly neighbor with Parkinson’s and his wife, who have to spend their golden years fighting their insurance company to cover promising deep brain stimulation treatments. I worry about my uninsured friend, who drives thousands of miles every year to make a decent life for his family and to send his daughter to a good university.

I am not worried that I may have to pay higher premiums under the health insurance reform bills passed in the House and being debated in the Senate. I have seen firsthand our system both serve the fortunate – like our family – and disserve those not so fortunate.  I am not worried about the health insurance industry. It should disappear if it cannot compete against a public option - an option you and I might need some day if we lose our job or develop one of those chronic illnesses.

I worry that tens of millions of Americans, who support real health insurance reform but live in states with Republican U.S. Senators, like Tennessee, will not be represented when it comes down to a vote.

