I recently attended a town hall meeting in Oak Ridge where Congressman Fleischmann gave a slide presentation about the national debt.   One of the slides he presented showed a debt curve spiking sharply and confirming a “crisis” scenario. The report issued by the Office of Management and Budget from which this chart was taken, includes another chart with a much different scenario.  In this chart, called the “baseline fiscal scenario,” there is not this alarming spike. 
What is the difference between the two and why do Republicans present only the “alternative fiscal scenario?”  The baseline report is based on keeping the policies in place that existed in 2010.  That included letting the Bush tax cuts lapse as originally legislated and keeping the health care bill as is. There is a small deficit, but it is doesn’t have the alarming curve upward, but a more level and manageable scenario.  The crisis scenario that Fleischmann presented includes making the tax cuts permanent.  This would explain why Fleishmann didn’t want to discuss any particular policies.  He orchestrated his presentation by showing us only part of the information, limiting the discussion, and convincing us a crisis is looming that requires us to do exactly what he wants-eliminate programs that the conservative right have never liked. I suggest that the refusal of Republicans to have a balanced approach to fiscal policy is in service of their desire to
“drown the government in the bathtub” not to actually solve the so-called “debt crisis” that they are engineering and using to scare the public.  What Congressman Fleischmann avoids saying by his incomplete presentation, is that if he and his fellow Republicans have their way, things are really going to get bad.
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